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"We Didn't Come to Make Revolutions": Self-Censorship and External
Censorship in Feminine-Orthodox Literary Domain

Abstract

Looking at the feminine-Haredi literary domain raises question regarding freedom of
creativity: Can critical messages be expressed in a conservative society that censors
the literary world? This paper argues that in feminine ultra-orthodox literary domain,
extensive censorship (both self-censorship and external censorship) is put upon
critical messages. As so, it becomes an inevitable necessity for Haredi female
authors to take subversive action — rather than protestive action, for instance.

This paper describes the feminine-Haredi literary domain, the origins and boundaries
of this literature and the complex status in Haredi world. The paper describes the
aspects of self-censorship and aspects of external censorship and the didactic
functions of feminine-Haredi literary, which attempts to protect the Enclaved Society.
The last part of this paper discuses Haredi novel Wildflower (2004) written by Rachel
Pomerantz, and demonstrates the subversive potential inherent in seemingly
"kosher" and didactic texts, subversion that cannot be said openly because of the
extensive censorship.
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"Being banned by the school libraries did not hurt the sales: it only meant

more girls had to buy the book in order to read it." (Schaps, 2003).
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