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Mordecai’s refusal to bow down to Haman is quite inexplicable.
It 1s not necessary to seek for historical reasons.
The literary reason is clear enough. Mordecai must do something to provoke
Haman in order that he may seek to destroy the Jews; and this refusal to bow
down, unreasonable as it 1s, serves the purpose.??
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(DY PN NONN — 1IN IPRY G — NNNNYND 210N

579D 2P0 NNMN XHY DIWNTH DYAINON ,NATTN .D¥2IN52 DDA PN N OIMI9D WIPad
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(3 nyn ovo) L.B. Patton, /CC, Esther, pp. 196—197. 2
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"Mordechay simply would not bow down to a descendant of Agag of the Amalekites”, C.A.

TN ININNY X9 VWS Yd7I0) Moore, Esther — The Anchor Bible, New York 1971, p. 37
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For this horrible request no justification can be found. A second massacre was in
no sense an act of self defence, since the power of the enemies of the Jews has

»In 1904 Theodore Herzl visited Pope Pius X at the Vatican, hoping to solicit his support for *
a Jewish state in Palestine. 'He received me standing and held out his hand, which I did not kiss’,
Herzl later wrote in his diary. 'I believe that this spoiled my chance with him’, he added, 'for
everyone who visits him kneels and at least kisses his hand. This hand kiss had worried me a
great deal and I was glad when it was out of the way’. Like Mordecai, Herzl did not give a reason

for his rude negative consequences”, E. Horowitz, Reckless Rites, Princeton 2006, p. 79
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already been broken by the events of the thirteen of Adar. This shows a
malignant spirit of revenge...
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The vengeance of Ester pursues them even after they are dead.?
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Wir moechten meinen: der wahre Grund ist ein aetiologischer-literarischer. Der

juedische Verfasser will einen zu seinen Lebzeiten bestehenden Brauch

erklaeren und begruenden: warum naemlich die juedischen Landbewohner das
Purimfest am 14. Adar und die Juden in Susan es am 15. Adar feiern.*?
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(3 nyn ooy9) B. Patton, ICC, Esther, p. 287 3

(16 nyn ,9¥9) Dommershausen, Die Estherrolle, p. 119 *
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35.(3,125; 6,30 ;7,238 VYTYIN 295) DMIYN 1’2 DY H2IPNI TN N3 IM) (TN 12: LV ; VI: N YWIN)

DXDIND T DA NIND MY 1Y INONX NYPY 2 1: 0 N2HNY WAL 1T NV NI D700 *
D) 7ONIY DY PINY 19D NIV YT T NN 991D 191 )2 NIYY MYND D) PYN JWIVA IIRUVIY
»]f after the thirteens however there : 91 w5 75 .01 Y1 MIWON DYDYHRN MNP ¥ IPNNa
were still in Susan pockets of resistance looking forward to a second round with the Jews, then
Esther’s request would be realistic and necessary and the exposure and desecration of Haman’s
sons could be understood as deterrent (cf. 1 Sam 31, 10; Herodotus III, 125; VI, 30; VII, 238);
¥ TN JWY-NUIDYN MINK DX DINN ;23 NN ,29) Moore, Esther — The Anchor Bible, p. 91
— NXINN NOYYN INDONR NYPA IR 1D, DO DY GO DY DNV MTINN NP PTY wiva
, 1D M INT TN DPNNNDNT MYAN DY T (NYNIN DY NYYN XN 11 12 DY N2AWNM NOWNM

228 —222 'y (19 Nyn) bV

(23 nyn ,ov0) Bardke, KA T, Das Buch Esther, p. 387 *
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Lubetzki and M. Lubetzki, The Book of Esther — A Classitied Bibliography, Sheffield 2008 (268
(2295 19 YN XYY YIDI 1 T DY) pages)
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