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ABSTRACT

Rabbi Abraham Isaac HaCohen Kook (1865-1935, "Rav Kook™) and Rabbi Yaakov Moshe Harlap (1882-
1951, "Rav Harlap™), were two scholars, public figures and important thinkers, who worked at the beginning
of the twentieth century. Rav Kook served as the first Chief Rabbi of Israel, and Rav Harlap served as the
Rabbi of Sha'arei Hesed and Rehavia neighborhoods in Jerusalem, and head of Yeshivat Merkaz Harav.
These two rabbis contributed to the shaping of religiosity in Israel, as we know it today, leaving behind an
extensive work, which to this day has not yet been fully published. This study seeks to examine the attitude
to the concept of "the human self", describing the fundamental dispute existing between them about it, and
stand on its philosophical and biographical roots.
The research question before us is: What is the attitude of Rav Kook and Rav Harlap to the human self —
that is, to the concept of authenticity? This question will be clarified through the following questions:
a. Do Rav Kook and Rav Harlap share an equal position in their appreciation of the authentic
person?
b. To what extent is their position expressed in their interpretation of fundamental religious
issues?
c. Should their position be regarded as a central element of their general doctrine or merely a
side issue that stands on its own?
d. Isit possible to ascertain the philosophical or biographical roots underlying their position?
e. How should one understand the nature of the relationship that existed between Rav Kook

and Rav Harlap, in light of the research findings?

The first part of this work will deal with sections a-c of the research question. This section will begin by
describing the different positions of Rav Kook and Rav Harlap in relation to the human self. In chapter A,
it will become clear that Rav Kook advocates a distinctly humanistic autonomous view whereby one must
establish his or her own trust in himself, his life, his feelings, his moral sensitivity, his powers, and his
dispositions. Rav Harlap, on the other hand, expresses a stricter conception of the human self and
recommends one to go against himself, his feelings and desires. This question will lead to several issues
arising from it, and each will be dealt with in a separate chapter. Chapter B will focus on the centrality of
evil in man. According to Rav Kook, evil is a transient element in man, while according to Rav Harlap, evil
is immanent to him. Their controversy will also be reflected in the way they understood the original sin,
and the way they understood childhood. Chapter C will show how according to Rav Kook, the Torah is
intended to help a person stand up for his authentic character, while according to Rav Harlap the Torah is
intended to define the person and mold his life content. In addition, Rav Harlap's assertive stance, which

demands that the person be completely submissive to his teacher, will be discussed in contrast to Rav Kook's
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position on the matter. Chapter D will focus on the interpretation of key religious concepts considering the
perception of the human self. The chapter will begin with a discussion of the concept of the "awe of God"
in general and the "fear of punishment” in particular. Here, the centrality of this concept will stand out in
Rav Harlap's teachings, given the complex attitude of Rav Kook towards this concept. The discussion will
move to the question of the purpose of life and the concept of God according to the teachings of the two.
The centrality of concepts such as awe and slavery towards God will be shown to be emphasized by Rav
Harlap, in contrast to the notion of liberty which is central to Rav Kook's teachings. Subsequently, the
discussion will deal with the fundamental difference in understanding the descriptions "sons" and "slaves"
in which the Torah calls the people of Israel. Chapter E will deal with the individual's connection to the
collective. The discussion will show how, according to Rav Kook, a person's self-approval is essential for
his connection to the collective. In contrast, it will be explained that according to Rav Harlap, one's
connection to the collective is done precisely by ignoring his private consciousness and personal needs.

The second part of the work will deal with section d of the research question. This part will show how the
opposing position of Rav Kook and Rav Harlap, is related to their biographical and philosophical
backgrounds. Chapter A will focus mainly on the biographical aspect and Chapter B will focus mainly on
the philosophical aspect. Chapter A will begin with a discussion about the cultural difference between the
Lithuanian Jewry and the old settlement in Jerusalem throughout the end of nineteenth century: while
Lithuanian Jewry had a rich range of streams that existed side by side and engaged in dialogue, the old
settlement in Jerusalem knew cultural seclusion and poverty. Subchapters 1 — 3 will deal with the
biographical background of Rav Kook and show how his family and his Rabbis contributed significantly
in shaping his broad outlook, exposing him to important cultural streams in Judaism such as Hasidism,
Lithuanian scholarship, Haskalah and Zionism. It will also become clear that Rav Kook did not have a
single character to which he devoted himself, and in fact he adopted different concepts from different
worlds. Subchapter 4 will deal with the biography of Rav Harlap, who grew up in the light of the great
ultra-Orthodox rabbis of Jerusalem. One of them was Rabbi Yehoshua Zvi Michal Shapira ("Rav Shapira™),
who was known for his celibacy and asceticism. Rav Harlap studied from Rav Shapira for eleven
consecutive years, out of devotion, and after his passing, he published his writings. In this work, we will
see how Rav Shapira's writings are filled with ideas that can be seen as the basis of Rav Harlap's concept
of the human self. Subchapter 5 will deal with the old settlement and its deep affiliation with the Musar
movement from the foundation of Rabbi Yisrael of Salant. This affinity will be based on several
components. Among them is the affinity of Rav Shapira’s writings for the literature of the Musar movement;
the hostile attitude towards the Hebrew Enlightenment movement that was common both to the Musar

movement and the old settlement; and the fact that many of the leaders of the Musar movement dwelt in
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the old settlement of Jerusalem. Subchapter 6 will describe the essential difference between Rav Harlap's
approach, which derives directly from the Musar Movement, and Rav Kook's approach, who reveals a more
complex attitude towards it. Chapter B of this part will deal with the philosophical background of Rav
Kook's position. Subchapter 1 will deal with some of the Torah sources that may have served as an
inspiration for his position. During this discussion, medieval, Maharalic, and Hasidic perceptions will be
mentioned. There will also be a focus on the perception of man as an influencer of the entire world, a
concept taught by the rabbis of Volozhin. Subchapter 2 will discuss Rav Kook's connection to European
philosophy. It will be noted that key ideas in Rav Kook's thougt can be found in the work of Maskilik Jews
who preceded him, such as Moses Hess, Heinrich Graetz and Nachman Krochmal. Rav Kook's connection
to European humanism will be described by mentioning the views of prominent humanist thinkers such as
Montan, Russo, Mill and Fromm. Rav Kook's affinity for German philosophy will also be noted for the
parallel between major ideas in Rav Kook's teaching and those of Kant, Schelling, and Hegel, with all the
necessary religious differences. Subchapter 3 will deal with Rav Kook's attitude to Nietzsche. It will be
noted that Rav Kook shared Nietzsche's protest against the frailty and degeneracy found in life founded on
religious and rational ethics. Alongside this, the essential difference between them will be explained.
Nietzsche's solution of "the will to power" includes abolishing morality, while Rav Kook's solution of the
"the sacred ideal"”, views morality as a realistic, if not ideal, need.

The third part of this work will deal with section e of the research question and attend the relationship
that existed between Rav Kook and Rav Harlap. Chapter A will describe how despite the conceptual gap
between them, Rav Kook and Rav Harlap had a close relationship, and considered themselves as allies.
Chapter B will describe their political partnership. Chapter C will explain that their relationship was based
on a shared religious experience that they had. This experience included strong religious emotions, longings
that were not satisfied, loneliness, and a deep sense of belonging to the people of Israel. In Chapter D, the
unique mystical nature of their relationship will be described. Rav Harlap saw himself as a partner with
Rav Kook in a mystical act designed to correct the world, and at one point also saw Rav Kook as a potential
messiah. Chapter E will conclude with a discussion about Rav Harlap's self-concept as a student of Rav
Kook and Rav Shapira. Through some passages from his diary, Rav Harlap's personal tension as a student
of these two different giants is revealed. Rav Harlap's personal conclusion considering this tension will be
described as an attempt to unite between these opposing streams. This will be illustrated by an interpretive
comparison to a Talmudic matter. In interpreting this matter, Rav Harlap will place himself between the

commentary of Rav Shapira and the commentary of Rav Kook.
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