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Abstract

This paper examines the Jewish theological fundamentals that form the basis
of Rabbi Dr. Yaakov Herzog's conception of statesmanship, and attempts to
determine whether they influenced his diplomatic activity.

Yaakov Herzog served the State of Israel in various positions of administration,
diplomacy and statesmanship during its first twenty four years, until his death.
He exhibited great talent and proficiency and earned much respect. He became
known as a Torah intellectual, scholar and accomplished man. In this research, |
have perused his speeches and followed his activities in an attempt to identify
the fundamental principles of a diplomatic doctrine deeply rooted in the world of
Jewish belief and philosophy.

The foundations of the intrinsic affinity between Jewish belief and the concept
of statesmanship is first presented briefly. This affinity begins with Abraham's
earliest prophecy, becomes established at Mount Sinai — "And you shall be to me
a nation of priests and a holy people" (Exodus, 19, 6), continues with continuous
striving through obstacles in the Land of Israel, and reaches its peak of
actualization in the Kingdom of David and Solomon. This high point serves as a
model for all generations and its renaissance stands at the center of the
Prophets' vision of the End of Days. The concept of State in Israel is distinctive in
three central characteristics:

1. The spiritual vision preceded the national framework and is a major
component thereof.

2. There is a direct connection between the moral level of the people and
their diplomatic condition.

3. The vision includes universal rectification and not merely the national

level.

The Exile and Destruction almost caused the nation to forget the concept of
State. The issue was dealt with anew on a national level only upon the founding
of the Zionist Movement and the State of Israel. Then, however, it was generally

cut off from Jewish tradition and belief. Yaakov Herzog saw this as a cardinal
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error in understanding the essence of the Jewish Nation, which inevitably led to
mistakes in politics and public diplomacy.

Yaakov Herzog was the son of the Chief Rabbi of Israel, Rabbi Yitzhak Herzog,
and attested to the fact that his father's character and beliefs had especial
influence upon him. He was born in Ireland and came to the Land of Israel at the
age of 17. In Israel, he was studious in Torah learning and attended the leading
institutions and thus grew into a Torah scholar. He had connections with the
most influential heads of Yeshiva, published an extensive Torah treatise and was
ordained as a rabbi. He continued studying with important rabbis, and was very
active in strengthening and founding Torah institutions. He became known as a
man of charity and modesty.

Before the founding of the State of Israel he assisted his father on journeys to
Europe during and after the holocaust. He helped mediate between the National
Committee and the underground movements that broke off from it. He carried
out intelligence missions among high ranking British army officials for the
Hagana. On establishment of the State, he was appointed head of a department
in the Ministry of Religious Affairs and later transferred to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. He was among the leaders of the diplomatic struggle on the status of
Jerusalem, and was active in acquisition of land. He specialized in relations
between Israel and the various branches of Christianity. He played a central role
in the diplomatic campaign following the Sinai Campaign and served as a
delegate in the Israeli embassy in Washington and as ambassador to Canada. He
conducted a public debate with the renowned historian Arnold Toynbee, who
spoke against the State of Israel and the Jewish nation. The debate had
widespread influence and was publicized in writing, even becoming part of the
curriculum in lIsraeli schools. He was later appointed as number two to the
general director of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He was then chosen as Chief
Rabbi of Britain, but did not take the position due of illness. In 1966 Levi Eshkol
appointed him director general of the Prime Minister's office. He held secret
talks with Hussein, King of Transjordan. Before the Six Day War he took part in

diplomatic consultations and courses of action. Immediately after the war he



[voju Tpn]

took part in reordering relations with the Christian establishment, in developing
the OId City of Jerusalem and renewed contact with Hussein. He favored settling
Jews throughout the territories conquered. He initiated and led the International
Economic Conference in Jerusalem and was among the leaders of Israeli public
diplomacy. He continued in his position under Golda Meir and participated in
dealing with the peace plan of the USA and the UN. He died in Adar 5732, March

1972, after an illness.

This paper highlights three basic concepts that are repeated throughout Rabbi
Herzog's speeches in varying contexts, and that are the foundation of his
worldview of statesmanship:

1. The Certainty of the Redemption — he mentioned on various occasions his
father's saying that we have a tradition that there will not be a third
Destruction. This chapter includes an overview of sources from Our
Rabbis, commentators and modern scholars relating to this tradition. The
words of Rabbi Herzog are analyzed in this context and their expression in
Yaakov Herzog's speeches is shown.

2. "A People that shall Dwell Apart", Continuity — Herzog quoted this verse
(Num. 23, 9) constantly. He saw it as the embodiment of the character of
the Jewish People and its history. This apartness stems from the
uniqueness of the Nation and is expressed in many areas. An overview of
Our Rabbis and commentators on the aspects of this verse is followed by
examples of their application in Herzog's speaking and in his diplomatic
approach. He claimed that it is not possible to differentiate between the
spiritual element and realistic analysis. The continuity of generations in
the Jewish People is different in essence from any other nation, and
shows the dominance of the spiritual that is above and beyond the
effects of passing time. He therefore asserted that the right of the Jewish
Nation to the Land of Israel must not be considered according to

parameters used for other nations.
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3. The Struggle of Jewish Belief vs. Arab Fatalism — Herzog identified the
source of the political struggle as a deep spiritual issue. He claimed that
Arab fatalism does not accept the possibility of change in the area and
cannot make peace with the renewal of Jewish presence in the region, as
a result of confidence that this presence is a passing phenomenon and
reality cannot fundamentally change. Jewish belief, on the other hand,
generates this change through its constant striving to reform the world,
intertwined in its moral stance and eternal spirituality. In Herzog's
opinion, the victory in the Six Day War created the beginning of a change
of consciousness among the Arabs, which at the end of a lengthy process
will lead to their acceptance of the Israeli presence, thereby opening the

way to peace.

| provide an overview of Herzog's involvement and stances during the
obstinate political struggle over the status of Jerusalem, against intentions of
internationalization during the early years of the State. Perusing Herzog's
speeches and archive documents, | followed his principle and values about the
essence of Jerusalem and its place in the life of the Jewish People and how they
were expressed in his diplomatic moves.

Herzog's character, as seen from his own words, from what others said of him
and in light of his background can be clearly defined as an educated scholar,
broad-minded man with great diplomatic talent, solidly rooted in the world of
Jewish tradition and setting his actions accordingly. Torah concepts form his
worldview of national and world history. The strength of this deep belief led him
to devote himself completely to public and national activity. It is no surprise that
these fundamentals also influenced his political outlook.

The path of Yaakov Herzog serves as a model of connection of the Jewish
present to its defining sources. This is a productive connection that gives
meaning to Jewish existence and goals. It is extremely valuable in that it bridges
and unifies the dimensions of depth from the Jewish past with the hope of

renewal stemming thereof in our time.



