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Abstract

This work examines the concept of faith in the teachings of R. Kook, as it appears in
his works, 'Ein Ayah' and 'Arpilei Tohar', and compares them. The comparison is
conducted on two levels: within 'Ein Ayah' itself, and between 'Ein Ayah' and 'Arpilei
Tohar'. This double comparison will allow us to answer the question: Is the current
conception of faith a result of a process of development? In addition, it will enable us

to try to discover its characteristics and the factors that brought about the change.

Foreword
Research of the biblical concept of faith reveals that there is a significant difference
between the meaning of the concept in the biblical literature, and its meaning in the

Middle Ages.

In the biblical literature, we find that faith expresses confidence, loyalty, hope, trust
and moral integrity. The understanding of the faith as the opposite of heresy and
inclusion in the array of principles of faith began in the Middle Ages. The destruction
of the Temple and the exile of the Israeli nation from its authentic place, led to a
progression from personal and experiential faith to theological and intellectual faith.
In the modern period, the pendulum swings back toward the opposite pole, and we

find that the Hasidut moved away from intellectual faith.



Section | - R. Kook 's Life and his Creation.

The Period in Greiva, Zoimel and Boisk

From the beginning, R. Kook was exposed to the Mitnagdim's world, to the
Chassidim's world, and to Kabbala's world. His ideas that were written in the years
prior to his immigration to Israel do not have a Kabbalistic character. Although, there
are quotes from the Zohar, Later the trend is reversed. There is a tendency not to
openly quote from the Zohar, but the notions that the ideas rest upon and their

character, become more kabbalistic.

R. Kook started writing 'Ein Ayah' his youth. It is not clear when he completed
writing it, but it is clear that the writing continued while he was in Switzerland and
London, and probably in Jerusalem as well. Because of the long duration of its
writing, it is possible to find differences between the preliminary parts, and the

subsequent parts.

A dual comparison, of 'Ein Ayah' with itself and against 'Arpilei Tohar', may be
evidence to the development. If there has been a development in 'Ein Ayah', despite
the limitations that the literary style imposes on the author, then it can be explained

due to the development of the concept of faith.

The Period in Land of Israel

Jaffa leaders offered R. Kook to be their Rabbi apparently because they believed that
he could be a bridge between the old settlement and the new. These years were fertile

in terms of writing and his encounters with the reality in Land of Israel is felt



throughout his writing. 'Arpilei Tohar' was written during the Jaffa period. In this
period R. Kook was exposed in an unmediated manner to the new spirit that was
among the builders of the country. This fact increased the degree of innovativeness of
‘Arpilei Tohar', due to the desire to provide a real response. During the period in
Switzerland and London, R. Kook was physically abroad, but his ideas that continued
to be written by him were innovative. His last period - the period in Jerusalem - is
mainly characterized by public activity. In addition, he focuses on halachic writing.

However, the later parts of 'Ein Ayah' might have been written during this period.

Section Il - Comparison

Faith and Knowledge

The declared purpose of 'Ein Ayah’, (as R. Kook himself wrote in the introduction),
was for internal soul-searching, to stimulate and revive the study of thought, among
the young. In general, we can say that the issue of faith and knowledge in 'Ein Ayah'
gets a conservative 'treatment’, both because of the target audience, and because of

the preface of the book.

In 'Ein Ayah' R. Kook presents inner faith versus intellectual knowledge. He
stresses to uplift mental perceptions and adapt them to innocent faith. He does not
deal with the way or manner that it is done. He just marks the goal. On the other
hand, in 'Arpilei Tohar' he outlines the ways to achieve synchronization between the
internal world to intellectual knowledge. He indicates adherence in God and learning
secrets of Torah as ways that leads to an internal clarification. He also makes use of
new world concepts from the Torah, and from Western philosophy. From the Torah,

he "takes" kabbalistic and mystical elements. While from philosophy, he brings the



concept of "instinct" (for example), and basically expresses ideas that are similar to
kabbalah. Perhaps, the reason for this change is the rise of the importance of 'life
forces'. R. Kook understands that only setting spiritual goals, as advanced as it may

be, is inadequate, and he must provide another response.

Heresy

In 'Ein Ayah' R. Kook deals with the tension between the 'Inner straightness' and
heresy, by: A) Defining a goal that demands from Jews to synchronize their forces
with each other. B) Emphasizing the special dimension at being Jewish. C) The good
things that there are in the bad. These things are not revolutionary innovations and
are familiar to us from "The Musar Movement' and from the 'Rishonim’. However,
we find at the end of 'Ein Ayah' examples of the late perceptions of R. Kook about

evil - the 'unity of opposites', which proves internal development in 'Ein Ayah'.

Although we find in 'Ein Aya' developments, in 'Arpilei Tohar' the answers that R.
Kook provides to heresy are more complex and richer: A) Unlike 'Ein Ayah’, R.
Kook sees heresy as part of the process of the redemption of Israel. This is a historical
dimension that is absent from 'Ein Ayah'. B) R. Kook examines the things
philosophically in 'Arpilei Tohar' C) The dealing with the tension between faith and

human initiative exists in 'Arpilei Tohar' and is absent from 'Ein Ayah'.

Skepticism

In 'Ein Ayah' there isn't a specific discussion about skepticism as in 'Arpilei Tohar,
but in 'Ein Ayah' we do find a reference to this state of mind. Also, we can find

reference to this issue in later parts of 'Ein Ayah'. There is a deviation from the style

T



of the book and we find a philosophical writing in relation to skepticism. R. Kook
brings skepticism into the process of the faith and sees it not only as a spiritual

weakness.

In 'Arpilei Tohar', R. Kook faced the challenge of skepticism in a more detailed
manner then 'Ein Ayah". A) He emphasizes the status of imagination and instinct and
other irrational skills. He does that in order to find an alternative source of certainty.
B) Like in 'Ein Ayah', he puts skepticism as part of the process of investigating faith.
Doubt is what motivates a person to spiritual heights. This similarity is explained by

the fact that this a section in 'Ein Ayah' written in a later period.

Hakehuna as a Faith Feature

R. Kook engaged in both books on the same subject - Hakehuna as a faith feature,
that is relevant to all Israelis people. But while in 'Ein Ayah' he writes about the
sanctity of the kehuna from the basic aspects, in 'Arpilei Tohar', he chooses to write
about the elitist aspect of the kahuna. It seems to us, the cause of the changes is
dependent on the nature of the book. In 'Arpilei Tohar', R. Kook is 'Aiming High' in
order to providing inspiration. However, In 'Ein Ayah', the writing is more simple and

oriented to achieving goals in a more direct impact.

Education for Faith

It seems that in this issue there are not significant differences, and there wasn't a
fundamental development of the concept. Education of youth should be based on the
principle of innocence. It seems that because the issue is so primary and fundamental,

there are no differences. Probably, R. Kook believed that the spiritual response to the



generation doesn't lie in changing the educational approach for faith at an early age.

The changes should focus in the teaching methods of an older audience.

Conclusion

This research found that there was a development of R. Kook's writings about the

concept of faith in the following aspects:

A) The World Concepts - in 'Ein Ayah' the world is mostly the world of 'HaRishonim'
and 'HaMusar Movement', while in 'Arpilei Tohar', we are exposed to mystical,

kabbalistic and philosophical worlds.

B) The solution of the tension between faith and knowledge. - In the early part of 'Ein
Ayah', the solution is characterized by dichotomy that indeed, turns into harmony but
not into unity. In 'Arpilei Tohar', R. Kook doesn't provide the knowledge and faith as

contradictions of each other, rather as stages in the process of discovering faith.

C) Challenge the Skepticism - the response that provided to doubt is a moral response.
The source of doubts are a spiritual weakness. The proposed solution marks the goal:
We should strive to resolve the tension between innocent faith and intellectual faith.
However, it does not offer a practical way how to reach this spiritual destination. On
the other hand, in 'Arpilei Tohar, R. Kook seeks to achieve intellectual certainty.
Through the discarding of irrational forces, and giving a significant place to feelings

and emotions, he provides a solution to doubt.

D) Faith in salvation:

1) In 'Arpilei Tohar', R. Kook gives the process of faith a national significance. This

type of response is missing from 'Ein Ayah'.



2) Faith and human initiative - in 'Arpilei Tohar', R. Kook faces the challenges that
the national revival presents to the concept of faith. He realizes that the life faculties
that are required for the redemption process are perceived as a weak presence of God,

and therefore he deals with the question of human initiative.

Furthermore, we show that there is an internal development in 'Ein Ayah' itself
regarding the concept of faith. In the early part of the 'Ein Ayah’, we find that R. Kook
solves the tension between knowledge and faith with writings that are immersed in
medieval thought. However, the later parts, the dichotomy between intellect and

emotion, gives way in favor of a more unified approach.

The reasons for the developments that the changes are dependent on are:

A) Different nature of books: 'Ein Ayah', is a clear book of ethics that deals with the
human soul. 'Arpilei Tohar' is written as an inspirational book, as an intellectual

journal.

B) The effect of time and place: The meeting with the pioneers of Israel, and with the
reality in the land, led to the conclusion that the solutions that proposed so far are not

enough.

C) Target audience: R. Kook designates 'Ein Ayah' to fix the 'Aggada’ studies

amongst the Torah scholars of his generation.

D) The rise of the 'philosophy of life": 'Arpilei Tohar' was written at the time that
irrational forces started to play a greater role. Also, the desire to give free rein to the
life forces has increased during this period. On one hand, growing criticism of faith,
as strangling the forces of life from breaking, made a problem for the believer. On
other hand, the recognition of intuitive life forces opened a new way to get certainty

against doubt.
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