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© Zurich, July 4th 1844,

Atteched hereto we are sending vou two reports from
Hungery with an aceompanylng letter, dated June 19th 1944,

‘ They come from an absolutely rellable source and were brought
into Switzerland through dlplomatlo channsls. These‘reports
have shaken us profoundly. Our sense of responsibility compels
us to bring theeo two reports also to your knowledgs.

Wa do not doubt but that you wlll take the trouble
to read thess statements and to nmake them known ln your clilrele.

The authoritles ln questlon have also taken note of then.
Yourse very slncerely

Prof. D, Karl Barth, Bassl
Prof. D. Emll Brunner, Zurlch
Dr. W.A.,Visser t'Hooft, Geneva

Pasgtor Paul Vogt, Zurlch,
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ot Budapest, June LYtn LY44,

Iir. George Mandsl Mantsllo
6, Av, Ad. Fabry
Geneva

Dear Sir,

I have just recelved your visiting card and take advantage of
the opportunity to send you the enclosed two reports concerning the
situatlon here. As you will see from the reports attached, the deporta-
tions from Hungary began on May 15th and wlthin a period of three weeks,
i.e. up to June Tth, 335.000 Jews have already bssn deported.Approxlma-
tely 904 of them to Poland,Blrkenau-Auschwitz,and the other remalnder
to Germany.

Ag far as the sltuation in Hungary ls concernsd, I should live
to state that there ls a great differencs between deportatlons from
Hungary and deportations from cther countriss under German occupation.
In those oountries the executlon of these measures lay exclusively ln
the hands of the Gestapo and no help was forthcoming either froa the
population ltself or the authorities., Here, however, thc passive atti-
tude of the population (which even seems t0 condons these measures) 3
encourages the Government to act with inereasing cruelty and the Hunga-
rian Government even endeavours to surpass the dsmands of the Garman
authoritles in every respect, Furthermore, while in other countrles the
physlcal sufferings of th> Jews began with the actual deportation, the
Hungarian pollce begln already in the ghsttos to cruelly torment the
people in order to discover whers they have hidden ths rlchss they are
gupposad still to possess. As you awars, the Tortunss of thes Hungarlan
Jews werc already conflscated a few weasks ago, and money and gold was
given up. Alrsady many Jews have fallen victinm to the above mentioned
maltreatnent in the ghettos and most of them are loadsd half dead into
waggons. We have tried wvarlous ways and means of saving these peoble,
but unfortunately untll now all our attempts have besn unsuccessful,
Tne German authorities make promises, but do not keep them, while the
Hungarian Qulsling government 1s not even preparesd to give promises
enter lnto any negotlatlons, Compared with conditlons In occupled coun-
tries there 1s still & further differencs, as the Hungarian Government
is not entlrely subordinated to the German authorities of occupatlon,
they could in some respects be of some help, but they decline to do
anything., )
As is shown in the attachsd reports, 335.000 Jews were depor-=
ted up to June Tth, and since that date a furthsr 100.000., In ths pro-
vinces there are only four towns where thers are still some Jows, and
after the deportatlons from thess towns have beon carrisd through, it
will be the turn of Budapsst, The number of Jews living in Budapest and
the surroundings amounts to 350,000. Ths ghetto-systenm was introduced
in the surroundings of the town wesks ago and 1ts inauguration began in
Budapest itself on June 1l6th and nust be terminated by Juns 2lst. A4
speclal system was used 1n Budapest, l.e. the Jews were nassed togehter
in houses grouped likc thec fields of a chess-board, as the Hungarlan
government feared that if the Jews in Budapest were all gathered toge-
ther in one part of the town, the other quarters would bs in danger of
much heavler bombardments.




o

S

_3_.

You wlll have gathered from the sbove, that the whole Jewlish
race in Hungery is condenncd to death, Therse arc no exceptions, there
is no escape, there 18 no posslblility of concezlment, and we have to
face our fate. We have not oven the posslbllity of escaplng to a
nelfhbourlng countrg. Tho only country which would come lnto conslde-
ration is Roumania, but its frontlers towards Hungary are so closely
guarded, that it is practically impossible to cross then. There are
only two possibilities loft to us! suiclde or acceptance of our fats.

The Swiss Legatlon in Budapest, Department of forelgn interests,
has done its best, but unfortunately without any success whatsoever.

It 18 a great mletake that this Department has not got sufficlent
power and authority, as otherwlse 1ts Chlef, Consul LUTZ who is a
remarkable porsonalliv and spares no pains In order to asslst the
Jews, could take steps which night be successful., I nysslf am a peor-
sonal friend of Hr. Lutz.

Dear Mr. Mantello, I really do not know what to ask of you.
I see no possibllify of escape, as we only have a few days before ws.
However, in cagc the Chrlistian world should endsavour to take steps
in our favour, 1t would be possiblc to save a fow thousand persons
by issulng Palestinian passports, i.e. granting the Palestlinlian
citizenshlp to certificats-holdera. In this event the Swiss Legation
would have to be authorised to issus such passports afier the neces-
sary passport forms have been put at thelr dleposal. but this would
have to be cdone lmmediately, otherwiee 1t is to laté. Passports of
neutral states mlght also be lesued.

At present I am still a2t liberty, but for how long I do not
know. Would it nct be possible for you to obtaln a Swiss, or seventu-
ally a British passport for me and my wlfe through the respective
authorlties? I do not know whether I wlll have another opportunity
of writing to you. It would, however, be a satlsfaction for me 1f you
could publish thie letter and the enclosed reports either now or av
a later date; so that the wcrld may learn of the crueliles conmltied
in the 20th century ln so-called civilised countries. In caze you
have an opportunity of writing me or sendlng me anvthlng, please —
send it to the followlng address' Swiss Legatlon, Department for
Forelgn Interests, Budapest V, Szabadsag ter 12,

I gsend you my hest 5reetin%s and would ask you to kindly
convey my kindest regards to Dr.Lichtheim, Dr.Scheps, Dr.Kahany,
Dr,Fritz Ullmann and Nathan Schwalb, Furthermore I would ask you

to kindly transmit copy of thise letter as well as of the two reports
with my best regards to lir.Barlas and Dr.Goldin, with whon I am out
of touch since March 19th.

I beg you to intervene wherewer poeslble and to appeal to
every person of sentlment, We are sure that the Amerlecans and Fnglish
will help., Please help ue !
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The concentratlion of Hungarian Jeows bepgan on April léth 1944
always and ever in the same matter, In the beginning preclpl-+
tated concentration in the Ghetto, then after constant dester—
loratlon of conditions in brick-yards, ln court-yards, without
water on the bare earth, plunderings of jews of all thelr materia
belongings, then brutal cross-questlonings together with heavy
physlecal 1ll-treatment to find pretended hildden Jewelleries, at
the end deportation, 70 people ln one waggon, a tub of water as
proviant. We cannot describe how the concentration was executed
in all places, though the dates we have, - but we glve in short-

words a plcture about the short life of some of the most charao-
teristic concentration places,

Nyiregvhaza, :
April 16th. The jews of Nyiregyhaza and the 12 knm dlstant Sima-

puszia, totally of 46 conmunitles, were deplaced. In Nylregyt 'a
1tself 4120 jews of Nylregyhaza and 6639 of itg surrounding,
totally 10 759 persons, were ponned up in 123 houses, The areal

(f‘ - of these 123 houses, kitchens and halls lncluded, was totally

‘ 9665 qu. Thers wag thercfore not even 1 grn for ons psrson.
According to ordsrs, each pereon could besldes the clothes hs
wore taks with him 2 sets of underwear and ono package of 50 kg,
contalning food for two weeka, Unfortunately, the jews Ln the
provinces were so suddenly and surprlsingly driven together by
the gendarmes, that they could not taks anything with them., As
example let us tell about the Jows of Nylrbator which were driven
out from Simapuszta, On Friday, 2lst of April, 11 o'clock at
nlght, they were fetched fron ﬁheir homes by strange gendarnmes
and half an hour later on wa gons froa other villages brought
to Simapuszta, brutally trea%sd.

Moy lst. The situation has become vitally worse, On the street
in Nyiregyhaza, speclally designed for the Ghetto, people were
brought to Padospuszta,where food-supply 1s very bad. The psople
asked for coverings, straw, so that atb least the old and sieck
ones could be sparsd to lay on the bare sarth,

Ma¥ 5th. The jews, concentrated from the surroundings of

) yiregyhaza are transported from thls town to the farm of Baron-
liolnar, approximately 6 km away, where-they are placed in tabaec-
barns, terribly overcrowded, Thers 1s only one pump, 150 n away,
and the pesople are only allowed to g0 there under the escorte
of a gondarm to get water, and thienénly limited, Tragiically ls,
that the inhabltants of Nylre yhaza 1tself, who had, after heavy
1ll-treatments, placed themselves in the Ghstto, had according
to new orders now to lsave the nearly accomplished Ghetto,

nm¥ Tthe In the morning-twilight the camp of Nyirdespuszta as
we as Slmapuszta ls surrounded of gendarmes, 50 that nobody
can come near lt, the people starve, they recelve daily 100
gramm bread and és nuch beans. They have no noney, and clothes
only as they wear on their body,
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May 8th. The displacement of Nylregyhaza goes on., Only the neabars
Oof tho jewish councll and the exscldlers are left, In Nylrjepuszta
are 5665 people, penned up on & space of some gn, trestnent as ln
concentration-campe. The sltuatlon becoimes still more unbsarable
as the only pump becomes muddy, The lack of water in Simapuszta
1s still greater as in Nylrjes, Today one starts to fill up the
camp of Harangotpuszta,
¥ay lOth, The displacement to Harangotpusztiea gose on, The tabac-
barns thore cannot hold more than 3000 persons, but already on
May lOth & groater guantity of people is placed there, dangerously
overcrowded, This camp has no water at all, as the dlgging for
punps has no succees, Though it wag allowed to take the most
neceseary things with them, the gendarmes a% the entrance of the
camp took thsm away, even the greatest part of ths proviant. The
dally ration in the camps Slmapuszta, Varjulapos and Nylrjes ls
100 gramm breed, 100 gramm potatoess, 10 gramm flower per head,

¥ay 15th. Monday in the earllesst nours of the day the flirst 3200
pcople, among thém olds, 1lle, bablss, pregnant wonen, 70 among -
them héavely 1ll-treated, — totally lesolated from the other popu-
latic - were put into waggons, unknown Whoreto.

May 22nd. By telephons we leern in the morning that more than
§6%6 were deported. Thors Les no more concentration camp in Nylirjes
and Harangotpuszta, ln Slmapuszte are still 760 psrsong, in
Nylregyhasza are only the members of the jJowlsh councll loft.

Hay 23rd. Also the 760 jews of Nylregyhaza ln Sluapuszta wera put
nto waggons.

June GtQ. From & telephons wlth the police we learn that all jews
from Nyiregynaza and the surroundling "Pusztas" are deported, among
them also Oberrabbl Dr. Bela Bernsteln.

Munkacd. o
April 30th. The jews of Munkacse, apvproximately 15000, wers plaeced
in 12 1anes., The appr. 20 000 jews of the Comltat Beraog were con-
centrated in ths brick-yards of Kallus and Bajovite., Havlng not
beon allowed to taX%Xe money or food with them, thelr sltuation ls
fearful and catastrophlecal,

lay lst. German soldlsra ars forcing thelr way lnto the Ghettos,
trhig costs several dsads. 3 cases of Typhold are reported. The
situation is terrlble because lack of medlcines and food. One
physician and one lhgeneer commit sulelde,

May 9th, 2 members of the Jewlsh councll wers shot, the othors
heavily ill-treated.
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May 14th, The sltuatlon ln the Ghotto of the town and cepeclally -
Th the 2 bricl-vards hae becois econsidersbly worge on Sunday mern-
ing. To leave the CGhetto or the cano resp., tlll now posslble for
jewish functlonarles and jowleh emergency pollcs, ig now prohlibl-
fod, The brick-yards were surroundsd by canp-gendarnes, and now-
the deportation of the concentrated beging, Famllles are separa-
ted, persong able to work or unabls to work are put lnto waggons
under terrible conditions and accompanied of heaviest atrocitles.
On Mondav a new transport 1s made. The number of the ncubers of
the jowlsh council ls reduced fron 12 to 6.

May 18th.The greatest camp, Whore appr. 13 000 persons wore
penned togshter, 1s ompty on Wednesday, the svacuation havlng
begun on Sunday. The transpord, 70 - 80 persons oro waggon, goes
dircetlion Kassa. The dsported could talke noting with them, 1f -~
thev had better clothcs, ons took thom away Trom then, gach wag~
gon has only ong tub of watsr. These Jews nertercd to deabth, )
wantod to broak out of tho waggons 1n Satoraljaujhely, 30 of th
theraby (haoplly) losed thelr 1ifas. The snallsr cemp Ls also Ln
liguldation, 7000 people ars thoro. Tae jews of lunkacs, placed
in the Ghetto, are dlsplaccd uader sovere clrcumstances ln the
groater camp on the lT7th in the morning. Tho clrcuastances of
fhis dleplacoment wers so brutal, that soac of the jowa went Wwith
knifce against the polleec. 5 Jowe logzd thercby thelr llfe. The
sams fatc had, although belonglag to a spccial catoporic, oven
phreiclens, sont thers by orders of thc JMinlstry of Iatecrior.

lMiay 30th. We reesgive the following depressing news® Munkacs,
Ruszt, Negyezollos arc cmpty, all the jews wors dzportod.

Nagyvarad.
May 3rds In the mornlng twillght the CGhotto-postors ars put on,

and elrcady at 5 o'cloek Ln the morning & detectlve accomoanied
by a policenan takes away all valuablos from the jews. 15 - 20
minutes for the packlag of the most néccssary clothes, beddlng
and food for 14 days arec grantod, 16 — 18 persons &rs peonned up
in one room, The windows agalnet the gtrects ars barricated with
planks, thc Ghetto hedged up.

E%¥ 1lth. The guardening of the CGhetto becomes intensified on the
1T¥R. The polico 18 replaced by the gendarameris, 80 that onc can-
not even come near thc Ghstto. Even lands, loadling to the Ghetto,
for instance the Szacsvay-Lens, Kertesz-Laens, Irspucinus~Lane, &rec
zuardod by the pollce, which allows the arlan populatlon only to
@c on the trottolr, The richer or as rich kaown jows are arrcsted
without oxeccptlon, Thoy are kept 1n tho poliec hsad quartsrs or
with the gendarmerie ln the Burg, vhers ther arc devilish treatcd.

Ono wants to forecs them B0 glve up the hlding places of pretaendesd
treasuras,
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May 24th., The small Ghotto, whore the Jews from tho surroundlng

Were concentrated, 1s nearly smptied. The half dead pecople were
waggoned, 70 in one waggon. The great Ghotto ls stlll closer

surrounded, the torture contlnuous.

May 25th. The deportation still contlnuous, Nagyvarad 1s free
of jewse,

Kassa.

Aprill 28th, 1l streets arc designed as Ghstto for the jews of
¥Keassa, On Aprll 30th these ll streets arec reduced to 3, Flnally
the greatest part of the Jews of Kassa arc placed in the brick-
yard.

May 2nd., The fate of the 12000 jews, placed in the brlck-yard,
I'g"tatdstrophlecal, Though womsn, ohildrcn and olde are placed-in
the drylng-loft, which hae a roof, the space does not gilve thL a
any real shelter, as 1t has no side~walls and as the pcople are
bare of all belonglngs, They had to leave thelr homes so suddenly,
that-they came without the most neoessary things and without any
food-supply to“the brick-yards. Only 60% of the deplaced recelvad
food. Drinkling-water ls brought once a day by the town-sgprinkle-
cars.

May 8th. From a sincere old frlend, a prominent personality, we
received the following letter! "For a few hours I am out of all
the horrors, I am ordered by the publle-kltohen to do some work,

I am afrald, I can't bear 1t long, because Wwe suffer undiscribable
We are laylng in the dust, we have no straw, no covering, we

shall freeze to death. lly appartement is sealed, I see no way out,
Don't send me anything, we do not recelve it anyhovw, For a few
days we had still to eat, how it will go on only God knows., We
are nearly about 15000 pereons., From the public-kitchen we recelve
sometime once a day, waltlng long time in & row, some kind of -
soup. But who will keep up this institution, as the Toultuser=-
munity" will not be able to do so? I am not eating since daye,
hopln% 80 to shorten my way. We are so neglected that we do not
look like men anymore. No posslbllity to clean oneself. Since we
are here we came not out of our clothes. Greetinge to 2ll of you,
pray for us that we dle soon",

May 15th. The first 8 barracks of the flrst camp are emptied. Thus
he Ta8t stage of the sufferings of the jews of Kassa began,Firstl
4800 people Were put Lnto waggons, men and boys wers forced by

the gendarmes amd policemen to put up all thelr clothes before

the waggons so that they could not hlde anything. Women and girla
had the same treatments Lin the barracks. Four weets of coneentra-
tion had reduced some of ue 80 much, that'8 of them died when put

into the waggons., One waggon contalned 70-80 persons, brutally
pushed in.
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May 18th, The dlsplacement is going on. The concentration camp
T8 Totally Lsolated by gendarmes and pollce, not even the members
of the jewlsh council can enter the camp.

May 20th. At 6 o'clock In the evening the members of the jewlsh
councll are arrested. Those Arians who helped the Jews ln any way
are also put In the waggons and together with the jJews carrled off.

June Tth. There are no more jews in Kassa.

Under such and simllar circumstances the entire Jewlsh population
of Hungaria, with the exceptlion of Budapest, was concentrated,
The measures taken in Budapest were just publlished, there Ls no
doubt what fate awaits the jews of Budapest.

At present the following towns are ahsolutely free of Jewa: -
Munkacs, Ungvar, Gersgaszasz, Nagyszollds, Huszt, liaranarosa--
zlget, Negyvarad, Negybanya, Beszterce, Koloszvar, Morosvasar-
hely, Szatmarnemety, Mateszakla, Baja, Barcs, Bacsgtopolya,
Ujvidek, Szabadka, Zenta, Zombor, Markodz, Gyongyods, Satoral-
Jaulhely, Sarospatak, Hzllagvsonlyo, Szasrégen, Sepslizsentgyorgy,
Tecso, Aknaszlatlina, Nagykaroly, Felsoviso, Negykanzisa, Kassa,
Dés, Nylregyhaze, Fisvarda,

The pooulation of the followlng towns has becn concentrated to=
gether with the jewlsh population of the surroundlings and will
be deported ln these days:

Komaron, Gydr, Dunaszerdahely, Miskolc, Fecs.

Subkarpathlien Munkacs 35 000 souls
Ungvar 12 000
Beregszasz 9 000
Nagyszollos 8 000
Hussazt 12 coo
Maraparosziget 12 000
Felsdviso 35 000
Tecso 8 000
Aknaszlatina 3 500 |
Iza _3)000 137 500 souls

Trangylvanien Nagybanya 14 000 souls

G Beszterce 8 000

Kolozvar 18 000
larogvasgarhely 6 000
Nagyvarad 25 0CO
Dés 6 000
Szllagysonlyo 8 000
Szasgzrégan & 000

Jepzlezentgyorgy _3 €00 94 ooo souls
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Kassa

Satoral jaujhely
Sarospatak
Gyongyos

Nyiregyhaza
Klsvarda
liateszalka
8zetmarnénetl
Nagylkaroly

Nagykanlzsea
Baja

Barcs
Bacstopolya

o T i TR T

15 000 souls

15 000
5 000

18 o000
12 000
12 000
25 000

g 000

7 000
g 000
2 000
5 000

Ujvidek, SBzsbadla,

Zenta, Zombor,
HMurakoz

3000

35 COO souls

gouls

75 000 gouls

soulse

25 000 souls

From May 15th to June l0th totally %35 000 jews were deported

from Hungaria,
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Based on reliable informatlons 90 percent of the jews, deported
from Hungaria, wers brought to Auschwitz (Oberslilesia).

We are in possesslon of a detalled description of the annihilation
camp of Auschwitz. From thls detalled and several times controlled,
by several sldes acknowledged protocol, we glve here only 2 short
account. The protocol ls wordly taken after the statement of two
young slovaclan jews. One of them has been brought on April 1l3th 1942
from the concentration camp of Czered to Auschwitz and from there to
Blirkenau, and the other came on June l4th 1542 from the camp near
Novaky to Lublin, from there to Blrkenau and later on to &fuschwitz,
These two young depcrted Slovakian jews succeeded, after long
preperatlions and overhuman efforts, to escape, and they are now

on neutral ground.

"In Auschwitz we were brought immediately into a great barraclk,.
On one side of the barrack we had to give up our belonglngs,

on the other slde we had to put off all our clothes and had to
deliver overything., Then we went to & near-by barraclk, whers

We were absolutely depllated and desinfectsd with Lysol.

Each one recelved a number when leaving the barrack, The numbers
started with 28.600. With this number In our hand we were
driven Into a third barrack where, as a sign of our receptlon,
the respective number was tattood brutally on the left side

of our breast. From there we were driven, 100 in a group, Lnto

a cellar, and then agaln in a barrack, where we recelved prisoner
clothes and wooden shoes. These clothes were talen away from

us on the same afternoon and we recelved old ragged fornmerly
Russian uniforme, Thus we were brought to Birkenau,

The workling camp of Blrkenau and Harmanse, the small farming

of the cemp, was under the command of Auschwltz, The prisoners
are according to thelr assignation to the camp supplied with
continuous numbers. At the time of our escape, in the beginanlng
of April 1944, this number was 180,000, lateron these numbers
were tattood in the left foot. Though £he treatnent of the
prisoners wss equally for all, thev stlll were marked cn ik
thelr clothes by several letters or different signs according
to thelr natlonality and category of "erime". Particulars are
to be found in the orlglnal protocol, On the areal of the

camp of Auschwltz are the atellers of the DAW (Deutsche Auf-
rustungswerks) of the firm Krupp in Slemens, a great factory

of the BUNA is still 1n bullding. Many prisoners work here.,

The exact areal of the camp is 500 x 300 m, hedged by & double-
row of 3 m high posts of beton, supplied With e%ectrical current.
Between both fences, about 150 m space, there are 5 m nhlgh
watching towers, supplled wlth machlne guns and searcnlights.
Before the inner fence with barbed wlre there ls an ordinary
wire. Already touchlng this wire ls answered with shootings from
the towers, This gusrding system ls called "small guarding chain”,

The camp itself consists of 3 houserows, opposlte of it ls the
“%reat guarding chaln" surrounding the Wwhole camp in a radius
of abouf 2 lkm with watchling towersa 1n a distance of 150 m each.
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Between the small and the great "guarding chain" are the different
ateliers and worklng places. The "small guardling chaln” ls only

at work at night when also the slectrlcal current ls th through ~
on both fepces. In the mornling, when the guard of the "small guar-
ding chaln” ls released, the watchmen become actlve in the tgﬁers‘
of the "great guarding chaln"”. To escape through these both "guars
ding chalns" 18 nearly impossible. The watchmen of ths great guar-
ding chaln are released onlg after appell of the prlsoners within
the "emaller guarding chain". If an escape is notlced, sirenes are
yelllng and the search of 58 men wilth bloodhounds goes on wlthin

3 dayes. After 3 days the hunt ends. When they fetch the escaped
allve he 1s hanged in presence of the whole camp. Is hls corpse
found somewhere, 1t ls posted at the entrance of the camp and
becomes a poster in his hand! "Here I an".

When we arrived in Birkenau, there was a kitchen for 15.000 nen,
furtheron two houses and one house gtlll In bullding. Each bulldlng
has about 300 gm and shelters each 400 - 500 persons, 3 days after
ny arrival I was sent together with 200 Blovaltian jews to work in
the DAW of Auschwitz. But our domicile was always Blrkenau., Two
times dally we received food, Lunch' 1 llter turnlp soup, dinner!
300 gramm btad tread, The worklng condltions were the utmost bad

and hard, so that most of us, weakened by starvatlion and uneatable
food, could not bear lt., Of our working group alone dally 30 - 35
men dled. Many were beaten during the work to death by the "Capos'
(overseers)., The breach thus regulting was daily filled up from
others of Birkenau. When,; after 14 days, the second transport
arrived, from 650 persons of our transport only 150 were stlll
alivé, When returning to Auschwitz, I was ordered to the so-called
gick-house ag chef guardien. To thls sick-house the 11l prisoners,
unabls to work any more, were brought. We counted dally about 150
deads. The corpses were delivered to the Auschwltz Crematory.

At the same tlme began the so-called selection. Weekly, on Monday"
and Thnursday, the ohyslcian pointed out the number of these priso-
ners, who were to be put to dsath by gas, whersafter thelr corpses
were burned. The selected werse taken on a truck, which brought thsm
t0o a near birch wood, Who arrived thefe alive wag put to death by
gas and burnt in a ditch. In the sick-house, the notorisus "block
o T", dled weekly 2000 people, among then 1200 a natural dead,

and about 800 through selectlon, The original record brings here
cxact notes about origine and number, labeles respectively of the
deported,

We glve only the followlng account,
Running tattood numbers of men:

38.000 - 38.600 * 600 Franch naturallzed jews. These jews arrived
with thelr familles, tctally 1600 souls, 400 nen
and 200 womsn of them, furnlshed with the above
mentloned numbers, came as described 1n the camp,
whlle the other 1000 French jews, elderly women,
men and children were dirsctly brought on a side
track to the birch wood, where they were put to
death by gas and burned.
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BEeglnnlng from thle perlod each new jewlsh transport was treated
einilarly, Approximately 1O percent of the men and 5 percent of
the women of the deported Were brought in the camp, the others
immedlately put to death by gas and burnt.

Gaelng end burnlng was executed by tne so-called sonder-conmnand,
which worked in two layers day and night, Durling this time about
100,000 jews were put to death and burnt, The men of the sonder-
command lived separately. We came not in touch with then if only
becauss of the cadaverous smell they spread. They were ever filty,
absolutely savage and brutal.

In February 1943 the new built cremsetory and the gas chamber vas
opened in Blirkenau, At present there are 4 crematories working
in Birkenau., A crematory conelsts of 3 parts?

a) burning furnaces
b) bathing hall
¢) gmase chamber

In the niddle of the furnaces is & high chlnney, arround hin are
placed 9 furanaces With 4 openings, Each openlng can tale held

of 3 normal corpses. The burning process takes aboub 1% hours,
the capaclity of the furnaces le 2000 corpses & day. Near it is ~
a blg preparation hall glving the lmpresslon of a bathing lnsti-
tution. This hall has place for 2000 men and one sald, there ars
under it equally great waltlng rooms, From here leade & door

and gome steps in the stlll deeper located very 1on% and small
gas chamber., On the wall of the gas chamber ars lml ated showers,
80 that the chamber makes the impresslon of an inmense bathing
room, On the flat roof of the chamber is a window which can bs
closed hermetically by 3 valves., From the gas chamber to the
furnaces leads a rall through the hall, The victlms are brought
in the hall where tsy ere told that they are having & bath, They
undress themselves in the hall and to deepen thelr belleve, one
gives them a towel and soap, Then they are driven lnto the gas
chanber, After closing the doors the SS man distrlbute through the
open valves a powdery chemical preparatlon out of tins into ths -
chamber, Thg tine have lakels "Oyklon for the combattlng of wrong=
doers" (Schddlingsbekénpfung). The label shows the maerk of a Han-
burg factory. Most probabl% it conslsts of a Zvanspreparatlon,
which becones gas in a certain temperature, After 3 nlnutes every-
body ls dead. Afterwards the sonder-connand brings ths corpses to
the furnaces, In the 4 crematorles 6000 men a day are killed.

To the inauguration of the last crematory in March 1943, killlng
8000 jJews from Krakau, prominent guests of Berlla were present,

They Were rather pleased by the capaclty of thls deatructlon”
apparatus and they followed the procedurs through small pesp-windows,

Running nunbsrs

148,000 - 152,000% On Secptember Tth 1943 family transports arrived
from Theresienstadt, These wers labullied 5B
transport of Czech jews wlth 6 month Juarantlne,
During this time they recelved speclal treatment.
After this 6 monthe they were killed. The youth



- 13 -
went slnglng to their death. Only 11 twins were left allve. One
used them for blologleal searches. These Czech jews ware forozd
one week before thelr killing to write to thelr fanilies post-

dated and to ask for packages. These packages were uged by the
inner administratlon of the camp for the supply of other prisoners.

Eash bleck has 5 functlionaries:®

1) block eldest
2) block cleark
3) attendant

4) bloek servant
5 dto.

At present the block eldest in Birkenau carrles the gumber 11.182.
His name 1s Franz Danisch, political prlsoner from Kénlgshitte,
The block cleark ls at present Nr.30,029, Kazlmier Grolk, polish
political prisoner., The over comnand over the different blocks

18 in the hands of 6 - 8 53 bloe-leaders. The head of then 1s
Undergturmfuhrer Schwarzhubsr from Tirol, & drinker and sadist,

A careful taxation shows that from April 1942 till April 1944
the followlng numbers of jews were put to death by gas at Blrkenau!

from Poland 900,000
Holland 100.000
Greecs 45,000
France 150,000
Belgium 50,000
Germany 60000 .+
Yougoslavia, Italy, Norway 50,000
Bohenla, lMoravia, Austria 30,000
Forelgn jews from different
camps in Poland 300,000

totally 1,715,000



