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More often the saw blade is held between the wooden uprights connected either
by a cross-bar, above and below... (and) the blade appears below a cross-bar.
Above the bar the uprights linked by a cord well-damped and tied at each end.
This would shrink as it dried and help keep the saw taut. In some cases, to avoid
untying and damping the cord, a toggle stick (=7"0) was provided to take up the
slack...
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The Romans appreciated the value of setting the teeth so that they projected right and lett
alternatively. Pliny notes this as a device for preventing the saw getting clogged when working
with green wood.
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