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PREFACE

This literary study examines three of Agnon's stories:
"Agunot” (from Elu ve-Elu) "Giv'at ha-Hol" (from Al Kappot
ha-Man'ul), and "Ha-Adonit ve-ha-Rokhel" (from Samukh
ve-Nir'eh).

About a hundred years after the publication of "Agunot," it
turns out that this apparently romantic love story is actually
a biting satire on Herzl's secular Zionism. The interpretation
of the story uncovers Agnon's critical approach to secular
Zionism, while incidentally clarifying the meaning of the pen
name "Agnon," as rooted in the context of this story.

Similarly, the interpretation of "Givat ha-Hol" breaks fresh
grounds. It brings to light the seductive figure of Yael
Hayyot, along with its dark sides, as they emerge from the
covert, and hitherto unexplored, Midrashic substratum of the
story. Against this Midrashic background, the beautiful Yael
Hayyot stands out as a destructive, mythic mixture of a
muse and a demon, who stirs the passion of the poet
Hemdat even as she inflicts him with sickness and creative
impotence.

The analysis of "Ha-Adonit ve-ha-Rokhel” equally elicits
important revelations. The study demonstrates that this
symbolic-allegorical story serves as an antithesis of the Song
of Songs, which according to tradition is an allegorical love
song depicting the relations between the spiritual community
of Israel and God. The study traces the shifting identities of
the cannibalistic mistress and the Jewish peddler - the lover
and his murderous spouse - as they unfold throughout this
historical and mystical horror story.

The concluding chapter presents the method of interpreting
these stories. The study suggests that the citations from the
Jewish sources in Agnon's stories serve as a poetic device
whose function is both to conceal and to reveal the hidden




message. Dr. Stern explains the meaning and nature of this
device and illustrates how it works in practice. In exposing
this hidden, built-in, literary tool, her study dramatically
advances the research of Agnon's work. The perspective she
offers paves the way to a possible reexamination of the
enigmatic works of this great and unique author.






