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“I would like to cite here such an example to elucidate the use of the verb
kubbutu for putting out a fire. .. This meaning (“Feuer ersticken,” “erloesch-
en”) was heretofore connected with the meaning for kubbutu “schwer machen”
(AHw. p. 416b D1) and not with “ehren”, “achtungsvoll behandeln” (ibid.
D 5). Nevertheless, it is with this latter meaning that the meaning “to put out
a fire” must be connected, on the basis of multiple parallels from various lan-
guages in which words for puttnig out, that is, killing, a fire are avoided as
taboo and replaced by words for honoring, protecting. For many such express-
ione see Havers, Neuere Literatur zum Sprachtabu (SAWW 123 5. Abhand-
lung (Wien, 1946) and especially the study of Benveniste, Euphemismes anciens
et modernes, Festschrift W. Havers (Die Sprache I (1949) 116—122) 1In
Benveniste’s study evidence is adduced for the use of the idiom ignem tutare as
a euphemism for putting out a fire; it is through this metaphor that French

tuer, from Latin tutare, has acquired the meaning “to kill”.
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