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THE UNION OF ORTHODOX RABBIS OF
THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA

DECLARATION ON SHECHITA

TP AYIAN MIXIRT CUANT AUR
THE UNION OF ORTHOROX RABBIS
OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANATY
138 NABSAU STAELT
couITE t8an)

NEw Yoar 7. N. V.

2378

REcTOR ..2371

December 20, 1944

_DRCLARATION ON SHERITAH

1, Shehitah, the religiously ordained method of slaughtering
animals for food, s an ordinance presoribed by Jewish religion,
It is based upon piviical law and regulated by tho religious

¢odes in its minutest details. Any deviation from the 'proaéribod
regulations mskes the meat ritually unfit for consumpiion by Jews.
2) By thess regulstions, snimals to be slaughtered for food must,
prior to thelr elsughter, be free of statsd loelons and imperfecte
ions in specific organs.

3) Jewish religious law does not allow preliminary stunniag, or
the rendering of the animel insenmible, by any method.

4) he enforcement of a regulation requiring stunning proliminary
to slaughter 1s tantamount to a prohibition of the practice of
Shehitah,
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LONDON 1945
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Decleration on the Jewish method of slaughtering
enimals for food.

Shechita, the Jewish method 6f slasughtering animals for
food, is prescribed by the Divine Law. It has been universally
observed by the Jews througlﬁouc. the ages; and is to this day
religiously obaerved by tho" overwhelming majority of the Jews of
the world. The rules snd ritea 3o§ern1ng this sacred ordinance
have come down to us from tims jmmemorial, snd, amongst other
purpou‘, they onsure a swift and painless death to the animsl.
Any other method than the prescribed Shechita (such as, stunning
previocus to Bwact of slsughter) renders the meat ritually un-
£it for Jewish consumption. Civil reguletions that would inter-
fere with this hallowed practice would, therefore, inflict cruel
bhardship upon law-abliding citizens; end, by violating thelr

freedom of conscience, constitute a grievous religious persecutin

.

Chief Radbi of the United
Hebrew Oongregations of the BritishEupie
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DECISION OF THE CHIEF RABBINATE OF ISRAEL — 1953

2nd of Kislev 5714
November 9, 1953

DECISION

The Augmented Council of the Chief Rabbinate of Israel, in
its session on the 2nd day of Kislev 5714, heard with great interest
the words of the Chief Rabbi of the British Empire and also the
words of Mr. Elsley Zeitlin, Chairman of the Shechita Commission
of the Board of Deputies of all Jewish communities in Great
Britain, After their rcading to us important documents. written by
great scholars of modern times in reference to electro-narcosis,
and aofter our thovough ecvaluation of the same, we came to a
unanimous and clear decision that because of serious halachic
problems, there can be no basis for permitting electro-narcosis of
an animal before Shechita.

Our traditional Shechita, as observed by us throughout all
the gemerations, is a supreme order by the Almighty, as given to
Moshe, our Master, and laid down in our Holy Scriptures, the ways
of which are merciful and is the appropriate method of killing the
animal also from the ethical as well as the hwmane viewpoint.

Signatories:

Yitzchak Isaac Halevi Herzog
Zvi Pessach Frank

Isser Yehuda Unterman
Reuven Katz

Yakov Moshe Toledano
Chiskia Shabbatai Yausha
Owvadiah Hadaya
Meshulam Roth

Shalom M. Azulai

Yakov Edess

Shaul YVisraels

Yehoshua Kaniel
Shemuel Halevi Brod
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DECLARATION BY THE JEWISH ECCLESIASTICAL
AUTHORITIES OF THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH

Nisan 5716
March 1955

Shechita, the Jewish mcthod of slaying animals for food, is
prescribed by the Divine Law. It has been universally observed
by the Jews throughout the ages and is to this day religiously
observed by the overwhelning majority of the Jcws of the world.
The rules and rites governing this sacred ordinance have come
down to us from time bnmemorial, and, amonysl other purposes,
they ensure a swift and painless death to the animal. Any other
method than the prescribed Shechita (such as, stunning previous
to the act of slaughter) renders the meat ritually unfit for Jewish
consumption. Civil regulations that would interfere with this hal-
lowed practice would, therefore, inflict severe hardship upon law-
abiding citizens, who would be prevented from partaking of meat
except under conditions which would violate their religious cons-

cience.

Israel Brodie, Solomon Gaon,

Chief Rabbi of the United Haham,

Hebrew Congregations of the Sephardi Congregations in
British Commonwealth. the British Commonwealth.
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DECLARATION BY THE
JEWISH ECCLESIASTICAL AUTHORITIES OF GT. BRITAIN

11th November 1068
20th Cheshvan 3729

HE Jewish method of slaughtering animals for food, known by the Hebrew

word “ Shechita ™, is Bivinely ordained by the word of God as found in the
Holy Scriptures. Since time immemorial, Jewish communities throughout the
world have observed this essential practice of our religion.

S HECHITA is carried out by men who have undergene several years of religious
training and study who scrupulously apply the rules and rites governing this
sacred ordinance, thus ensuring the swift and painless death of the animal.

A NY other method than Shechita (suck as stunning previous to the act of

slaughter) renders the meat ritually unfit for Jewish consumption. Any
interference with this hallowed practice would, therefore, inflict severe hardship
upon law-abiding citizens, who would be prevented from parfaking of meat except
upder conditions which would violate their religious conscience,

IMMANUEL JAKOBOVITS, ‘SOLOMON GAON,

Chief Rabbi of the United Haham,

Hebrew Congregations of the Sephardi Congregations in
British Commonwealth, hie British Commonwealth.
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DECLARATION OF THE CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN
RABBIS — 1974
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CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN RABBIS

PRESIOLNT

EMERITUS CHIEF RABBL. SIR 1SRAEL ARODIE

STANDING COMMITTEE :—
Chalrman :

Emeritus Chief Rabbl,

SIR ISRAEL BRODIE

Chief Rebbi D, ASSEQ
Chisf Rabbd Dr. 1. COREN
Grand Mapdin B, OREYFUS
Oayas M. PISHER
Haham, Dr. S. QAON
Rabbiner M. J. GRUNEWALD
Osysn Or. 1. GRUNFELD

SECREYARY
RASDI A. M. Rosk
ApLER House
TavisTock SQUARE
LONDON., weaiu snn

Tetephone
01387 1066 {4 tines)
Cabios 2
CHIRABINAT, LONOON WC1

Chisf Rabtd Dr. 1. JAKOROVITY
Grand Rabbin J. KAPLAN
Deysn Dr. M. 8. LEW

Chisf Rabbt Dr. M. ROSEN
Orsnd Retbin Dr. A. SAFRAN
Grand Reddin H. SCHILLI
Clist Rebol A SCHUSTER
Chist Rattd Dr. £ TOAFP

March 1974

DECLARATION BY THE

CONFERENCE _OF EUROPEAN RABBIS

The Jewish method of slaughtering animals for food, known by
‘the Hebrew word "Shechita", is divinely ordained in the Holy
Sorivtures, Since time immemorisl, Jewish communities throughout
the world heve observed this essentiel prectice of our religion..

Shechitr is carried out by highly-sk:llléd men who have undergone
severesl yearrs of religious trrining and study, and who scrunulously
aooly the rules and rites governing this sacred ordinance. This
humene method ensures the swift and oainless death of the animrl, as
confirmed by overwhelming and authoritative scientific evidence, This
is, of course, in harmony with dasic Jewish teaching which strictly
forbids any form crmelty to animels,

Any method other than Shechita (lnclud:l.ng any means of stunning before
the act of slaughter) renders the meat ritually unfit for Jewish
consumption.

The Conference of Eurcpean Rabbis, representing communities counting

well over one million Jews, 1s confident that there will be no interference
with this hallowed institution. Such interference would not only be a
denial of human rights and religious freedom but would also inflict

severe hardship by debarring Jews from the consumption of meat excent
under conditions which would viclate their religious conscience.
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CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN RABBIS
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ADLER HOUSE
FAVISTOCK SQUARE
LONDON WCIN 9HN

PRESIDIUM:
President

Chief Rabbi
Lord Jakoborits

Vice President
Grand Rabbin
Joseph Sitruk

Honorary Vice Presidents
Grand Rabbin
Jacob Kaplan

Grand Rabbin
Meir Warschawski

sirman, Standing Committee

Grand Rabbin
Samuel Sirar

Chicf Rabbdi
David Moses Rosen
Eastern Europe

Chief Rabbi
Elio Toaff

EUROPEAN
COORDINATOR:

Rabbi H.I1. Grunewald,

236 Monarck Court,
Lyuelton Rd,

London N2,

Fax. & Phone 01-455-0811

DIRECTOR: Rabbi Moshe Ruse, P.().Box 5324, Jerusalem 91052, [sruel, Phone 02-812859, Fux. 02-810080
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