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flecting these two major movements of the age: the first
Crusades per se and the conflict of investiture in the papal
attempt to free the Church from control of the State. These
writings also shed new light on the life and work of Rashi
the man and on the epistolary style of the French School
during the 11th and 12th centuries.

In it may be found an echo of the political events of
the times and the halahic reaction to the distress of the
Jewish people during the first Crusades, with special em-
phasis on the question of property rights in the Holy Land.
That Rashi knew the background of the Crusades’ motif
as it was enunciated in Clermont near Troyes, where he
had lived, is self-evident from responsum no. 255, p. 299.
There he states unequivocally on the basis of the gaonic
sources that: The Land does not belong either to the Chris-
tians or to the Muslims, but remains the perennial property
of the Jewish people down to eternity.

In conclusion, I take this opportunity of expressing my
gratitude to Professors Chaim Tchernowitz, Alexander Marx
and Louis Ginzberg for careful reading of the advanced
sheets. I am also indebted to my friends Rabbi Saul Silber,
President of the Hebrew Theological College of Chicago,
and Mr. Leon Gellman, President of the Mizrachi Organ-
ization of America, for helping to bring this work to the
attention of the student; and to the publishers for their
painstaking care and unfailing kindness in preparing this
volume for publication.

IskarL ELFENBEIN, M.A., L.H.D.



PREFACE

For the last quarter of a century I have been pursuing
my historical studies of the Jewisht Community Life in the
Middle Ages, as reflected in the Responsa literature of the
times. During these years I have had the privilege of pre-
paring for early publication a Mafteach of the historic and
halahic material (both in manuscript and in print) deposited
in the Responsa of the Near East and Western Europe. 1
was struck with the wealth of material cited in the name of
Rashi, but scattered all over the vast literature of mediaeval
codifiers, and up to date not yet made available in one
volume. The purpose of the present volume is to present
these sources in three parts on the basis of twenty-nine
manuscripts.

These Responsa of Rashi [Rabbi Solomon ben Isaac
of Troyes, capital of the Duchy of Champagne] form a
definite contribution to the history of the Jews in Northern
France and in the Rhinelind from the second half of the
11th century to the first decade of the 12th century. These
“Letters” [referred to as “Iggerot” in our sources], over
three hundred and eighty-two in number, are based on the
problems of the day and the practical decisions of Rashi and
his Court in Troyes. They throw considerable light on the
internal phases of Jewish communal life between 1040-1105
with special emphasis on the réle of the Jews in the economic
life of such cities as Orleans, Troyes, Cavaillon, Alexérre,
Mayence, and Worms. Of the many questions addressed to
Rashi, the greater part came from communities of Western
Europe under the sway of the first Crusades of 1096, re-
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